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Freshman Elissa Stewart slides into the base during the fi rst game against Danville on March 20, 2016.  The Cobras split on 
the day, winning the fi rst game and dropping the second.   
Matt  Moss
Editor
Illinois’ budget crisis has left 
its insidious mark on the state’s 
educational infrastructure, 
and Parkland—with its wave 
of cost-cutting measures as of 
late—is no exception.
In an effort to remedy 
the ever-decreasing ﬂ ow of 
money owed by Springfi eld 
to Parkland, the college has 
made some tough and divisive 
decisions, namely reducing 
the size of its staff and hiking 
up the price of tuition.
Parkland has worked to 
downsize its faculty in the 
hope of offsetting its monetary 
melancholies. According to 
Tom Ramage, the college’s 
president, Parkland offered 
severance packages to all of 
its faculty and staff members.
“We had a voluntary 
separation program,” 
Ramage said. “We offered 
all employees…the ability 
to retire earlier than they 
thought that they might, 
or take a cash buyout—$25 
thousand or 25 percent of 
their salary, whichever was 
greater—to voluntarily 
separate themselves from the 
institution.”
Eighteen Parkland 
faculty members took the 
administration up on its offer.
Thanks to the voluntary 
severance program, an 
involuntary reduction in force 
that would have affected nine 
employees did not have to 
come to fruition.
“That was the projected 
reduction in force,” Ramage 
said. “We didn’t end up having 
to do that, though.”
An email sent out college-
wide by Ramage stated 
Parkland was losing 47 staff 
members, but that number 
wasn’t the amount of people 
involuntarily removed from 
the institution, nor the number 
of people who took part in 
the voluntary separation 
program.
“That 47 number is the 
total number of people that 
have departed the institution 
for any number of reasons—
retirement, resignation, 
transferring into a different 
job that we didn’t replace…
the one that they left…
or voluntary separation,” 
Ramage said.
According to Ramage, the 
following disciplines of study 
have lost instructors through 
any of the aforementioned 
means: agriculture, collision 
repair, English, geography, 
health professions, natural 
sciences, and occupational 
therapy.
Despite the loss of several 
instructors, Ramage says the 
ability of Parkland to provide 
its services has not been 
impaired.
“No programs have closed, 
no programs have reduced the 
number of sections than they 
normally offer,” Ramage said. 
“No programs or services 
have been cut, to date.”
He also says the quality of 
education at Parkland has not 
been affected, even though 
experienced instructors—
some with doctorates—
have left the college, as the 
administration maintains an 
experience threshold that 
must be met or surpassed by 
every instructor.
“When we replace a faculty 
position, we ask for a minimum 
level of experience,” Ramage 
said.
He described a hypothetical 
case of hiring an instructor 
with a doctorate and 20 years 
of experience in teaching 
versus an instructor with 
a master’s and two years’ 
experience.
“It would be diffi cult for us to 
measure the actual difference 
in teaching outcomes between 
those people, because 
they teach differently…
it’s not necessarily a direct 
correlation,” Ramage said.
Mainly, Ramage says the 
reduction in the amount of 
instructors might translate 
into longer waiting times 
to get into desired courses 
and larger class sizes, but 
describes these as “relatively 
minor things” compared to 
cutting whole programs.
In February, the college’s 
board of trustees voted to 
raise tuition 11.7 percent 
across the board. Starting next 
semester, the cost per credit 
hour for in-district students 
will be raised from $140.50 to 
$157—an increase of $16.50. 
This cost is the same for both 
Parkland president discusses 
budget woes, faculty cuts
Scott  Barnes
Staff  Writer
“I was born and raised 
in Bloomington. When I 
was in junior high my 
stepdad got a job in 
Peoria and my mom had 
to work in Bloomington, 
so we lived happily 
between in a little town 
called Mackinaw.
It was a crazy small 
town—like super small 
compared to what I was 
used to. And to get away 
from that, I was super 
rebellious.
My mom always said 
I’m an old soul.
Family is family. 
You can’t leave family 
behind, but I left my 
mom’s house to move in 
with my dad because it 
was just too draining on 
me.
I think my mom 
needed one less child to 
take care of. She had…
too many kids at the 
time, and she needed to 
focus on them and their 
disabilities. They were 
much younger than I 
was and I knew that I 
could go off on my own 
and take of myself, so I 
moved in with my dad 
until I fi nished high 
school.
I like to create things. 
I defi nitely like to build 
and make something 
that’s useful for more 
than one person. I want 
to benefi t society.
I’m really good at 
mathematics. I’m really 
good at understanding 
concepts, open ﬂ oor 
plans, spatial design, 
and I’m also an art 
student.
I’m always excelling 
at drawing and writing; 
the more fun side of 
things, I say, because 
I hate math. It is a 
good combination of 
intellectual challenge as 
well as creative freedom 
and fun. I didn’t want to 
SEE HOP PAGE 5SEE BUDGET PAGE 5
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The stalemate on the Illinois budget has left a mark on 
the state’s educational system, forcing many colleges and 
universities to resort to cost-cutt ing measures.
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Christian Sheehan, 
former Student Trustee, 
passed away on Saturday, 
March 26, 2016.  Christian 
served on the Parkland 
Board in 2013-2014 and 
had planned to attend the 
University of Illinois at 
Chicago.
Visitation will be 
from  4:00-7:00 pm  at 
Morgan Funeral home in 
Savoy on Thursday, March 
31, 2016.   Information on 
the funeral services are 
pending.
Memorials may be 
made to the Parkland 
College Foundation for 
the Christian Sheehan 
Scholarship Fund for 
those students in need.
In memory:
Former
student
trustee
Christian
Sheehan
Philip Marcelo
Associated Press
BOSTON (AP) — 
Archeologists are digging at a 
boyhood home of Malcolm X 
in an effort to uncover more 
about the slain black rights 
activist’s early life as well as 
the property’s long history, 
which possibly includes 
Native American settlement.
The two-week 
archaeological dig began 
Tuesday outside a two-and-a-
half story home in Boston’s 
historically black Roxbury 
neighborhood that was built 
in 1874.
City Archaeologist Joseph 
Bagley said his office chose 
to dig up the site because 
it’s likely that work will be 
needed soon to shore up the 
foundation of the vacant and 
run down structure.
“This is kind of a now-or-
never dig,” he said. “If we 
don’t do this, the site will be 
destroyed. We can’t afford to 
wait.”
Among Tuesday’s early 
finds was a large piece of 
fine porcelain that Bagley 
says was likely part of a dish 
set owned by the family of 
Malcolm X’s sister, which still 
owns the house.
“We’re literally just 
scratching the surface,” 
Bagley said as he and 
volunteers used a sifter to 
carefully pore over mounds 
of rubble on a side yard.
Bagley says once the initial 
rubble is cleared, a ground-
penetrating radar survey 
will be used to determine the 
best locations to dig. Major 
excavation work is expected 
to dig up to four feet into the 
ground. The site will be open 
to the public throughout to 
observe the work.
“We don’t actually go in 
looking for anything,” Bagley 
says. “It’s more like we’re 
looking for anything that 
might tell us something about 
the people that lived here.”
Rodnell Collins, a nephew 
of Malcolm X who lived 
with him in the house, hopes 
the survey can raise public 
awareness of his family’s 
deep roots in Boston. He’s 
been working for years to 
renovate the dilapidated 
structure for public tours and 
other uses.
The former Malcolm Little 
was a teenager in the 1940s 
when he lived with his sister 
Ella Little-Collins and her 
family at 72 Dale St.
The house was designated 
a city landmark in 1998 
because it’s the only known 
dwelling from the outspoken 
activist’s formative years in 
Boston still standing.
“No physical move in 
my life has been more 
pivotal or profound in its 
repercussions,” Malcolm X 
wrote in his autobiography 
ab ut his time in Bosto . 
“All praise is due to Allah 
that I went to Boston when I 
did. If I hadn’t, I’d probably 
still be a brainwashed black 
Christian.”
Born in Omaha, Nebraska, 
Little had bounced around 
from foster homes following 
his father’s death and his 
mother’s institutionalization 
for a nervous breakdown.
Little-Collins eventually 
became his legal guardian. 
But Little rebelled against 
family life and landed in a 
Boston prison for burglary 
charges in his early 20s.
There, he became a Nation 
of Islam follower and dropped 
his surname in favor of “X’’ 
to represent his family’s lost 
African ancestral name.
A charismatic speaker, 
Malcolm X quickly became 
the Detroit-founded Nation of 
Islam’s principal spokesman 
during its rapid rise in the 50s 
and 60s.
He founded temples 
and mosques up and down 
the eastern seaboard, 
promoting a message of black 
nationalism and denouncing 
white American culture.
Malcolm X’s fiery rhetoric 
came in stark contrast to that 
of more non-violence-minded 
civil rights contemporaries 
like Martin Luther King, Jr.
But he eventually left the 
Nation of Islam, adopted a 
more conciliatory tone and 
converted to Sunni Islam 
before being gunned down by 
Nation of Islam adherents at 
a speech in New York City in 
1965 at the age of 39.
Archaeologists digging in Boston 
at Malcolm X’s boyhood home 
Photo by Bill Sikes | AP Photo
Rodnell P. Collins carries a painting of his uncle, Malcolm X 
outside the house where the slain African-American activist 
spent part of his teen years, Tuesday, March 29, 2016, in the 
Roxbury section of Boston. Archeologists are undertaking 
a two-week dig at the home in an effort to uncover more 
about his early life, when he was known as Malcolm Little 
and lived there with his sister’s family in the 1940s. 
LIFESTYLE
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Matt  Moss
Editor
With an increase in 
heroin use and availability, 
Parkland’s Public Safety 
offi ce hopes to spread 
awareness about the issue 
and urges those suffering 
from addiction to seek help in 
freeing themselves from the 
opioid’s clutches.
“With the heroin epidemic 
that’s occurring, is Parkland 
dealing with the same thing?” 
asked William Colbrook, 
Director of Public Safety and 
chief of Parkland’s police. 
“The answer is ‘yes.’”
Colbrook remembers there 
has been at least one heroin 
overdose on Parkland’s 
campus. This particular case 
occurred last semester.
According to the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse, 
heroin is part of the opioid 
family of drugs, which are 
also known as narcotics. It is 
highly addictive and “can be 
injected, inhaled by snorting 
or sniffi ng, or smoked.” It is 
based on morphine, a powerful 
pain medication often used in 
hospital environments or to 
produce other prescription 
painkillers.
Heroin quickly reaches the 
brain and binds itself to opioid 
receptors, which in the brain 
stem are responsible for 
the regulation of processes 
such as breathing. If a user’s 
automatic respiration is 
interrupted, it can result in a 
reduction of oxygen that gets 
to the brain, which in turn 
may result in brain damage 
or even death.
Use during pregnancy 
can be particularly deadly 
to an unborn child, and in 
some cases may even cause 
“spontaneous abortion,” 
according to the NIDA.
The appeal of heroin comes 
in what users describe as a 
rush of warmth and euphoria, 
followed by extreme 
relaxation and lethargy.
Colbrook says the rise in 
the availability and use of 
heroin stems from addiction 
to prescription painkillers, 
such as Oxycontin. Just like in 
heroin the main ingredient in 
Oxycontin is an opioid, in the 
case of the latter oxycodone—
which can be highly addictive 
in its own right.
Being in the same drug 
family, heroin is often sought 
after by those suffering from 
opioid addiction as cheaper 
substitutes to painkillers.
“You can actually get the 
current form of heroin on the 
street cheaper than you can 
an Oxyconti,” Colbrook said.
The NIDA seconds this: 
“Nearly half of young people 
who inject heroin surveyed in 
three recent studies reported 
abusing prescription opioids 
before starting to use 
heroin,” the NIDA’s heroin 
information webpage reads. 
“Some individuals reported 
taking up heroin because it is 
cheaper and easier to obtain 
than prescription opioids.”
Colbrook fi rst became a 
police offi cer 29 years ago, 
and he says the prevalence 
of heroin today is nothing 
like it was then; it is now far 
more common, and in larger 
amounts.
“Way back when I fi rst 
started, if you found heroin 
in the raw form, that was an 
oddity,” Colbrook said. “It 
was always in a small dose 
and it was rare. The heroin 
today is not the same as the 
heroin from 30 years ago.”
The most common types 
of heroin are in a white 
powder—which is its purest, 
or free base, form—a brown 
powder, and the infamous 
black tar heroin. The latter 
type is a less refi ned form and 
it often appears as a blackish, 
sticky, highly-viscous liquid; 
a solid rock, almost coal-
like in appearance; or a fi ne 
brownish-black powder.
The NIDA reports that in 
2011 the number of heroin 
users 12 years of age or older 
in the United States at 4.2 
million, or 1.6 percent of this 
demographic.
Opioid use is on the rise 
in America, with the NIDA 
saying in 2012 there were 58 
percent more fi rst-time users 
of heroin than in 2006—an 
increase of 66,000 Americans. 
A grand total of 669,000 
“reported using heroin in the 
past year.”
Champaign-Urbana is not 
exempt from this national 
trend. While exact numbers 
have been diffi cult to pin down, 
law enforcement agencies 
including the sheriff’s 
department, University of 
Illinois police, and Parkland’s 
own police—alongside area 
medical establishments, like 
the county coroner’s offi ce, 
and penal institutions—agree 
they have seen an increase 
in heroin prevalence over 
recent years.
 “So, yes: we have a 
problem,” Colbrook said. 
“It’s community-wide. It’s 
through all social strata, it’s 
through all fi nancial strata; 
it’s a societal problem.”
With the increased 
incidence of heroin usage 
countywide, there is—
accordingly—an increased 
risk of heroin-related medical 
issues on the Cobra campus. 
Parkland’s police force not 
only acts as such, but also 
serves as fi rst responders 
to medical emergencies 
on-campus.
“If it’s strictly a medical 
issue where somebody has 
overdosed, we really put 
the police offi cer aspect to 
the side and we just want to 
keep that person alive, and 
get them the proper medical 
help,” Colbrook said.
While he understands 
heroin is a tough demon to 
exorcise, he reiterates that 
Public Safety is a police force 
and must enforce the law. 
That means in the instance 
someone is caught with heroin 
either with the intent to use 
or distribute, they must be 
subjected to the appropriate 
response according to the 
law, i.e. arrested.
“As a law enforcement 
offi cer, all we are strictly 
doing is enforcing the laws 
that are in the books,” 
Colbrook said. “We make 
every attempt not to make 
a judgment whether that’s a 
good law or a bad law.”
Colbrook supports the 
dissemination of information 
on heroin, referring 
particularly to public 
information campaigns 
launched by Parkland’s health 
services. However, he says 
there are people who hold that 
spreading information about 
heroin only advertises to 
users and draws in potential 
new users.
“I think public information 
is needed, but…I am aware 
that there’s this other camp 
that says, ‘Well, now you’re 
doing more harm than good,’” 
Colbrook said. “I think it’s 
been very, very important 
that the major news outlets…
are putting it out there.”
He hopes more people read, 
watch, or listen to the news 
and become more aware 
that heroin is out there in the 
community and is a threat; 
he hopes those struggling 
with their addictions become 
inspired to get the help they 
need.
He added that if anybody 
requires assistance in fi nding 
a heroin—or any drug—
addiction support group, he 
is more than happy to help 
them do so.
“I want them to get help,” 
Colbrook said. “The heroin 
epidemic is not something 
that can just be dismissed.”
The Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services 
Administration is but one of 
many government or non-
profi t organizations that 
operate 24/7, year-round, free-
of-charge service lines that 
can help addiction sufferers 
fi nd and access the medical 
services or support groups 
they need. The SAMHSA’s 
National Helpline can be 
reached—by both English 
and Spanish speakers—at 
1-800-662-HELP.
Awareness of heroin prevalence, 
help for users emphasized by Public Safety
Photo and caption courtesy of wikipedia.com
Heroin is an opioid painkiller and the 3,6-diacetyl ester of morphine. Heroin is prescribed 
as an  analgesic, and less commonly as a  cough suppressant  and as an  antidiarrhoeal. 
It is also used as a  recreational drug  for its  euphoric  eff ects. Frequent and regular 
administration is associated with tolerance and physical dependence. In some countries 
it is available for  prescription to long-term users  as a form of  opioid replacement 
therapy alongside counseling.
Kevin Freking 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON 
(AP) — The Obama 
administration will 
issue a proposed rule 
Tuesday that aims to 
increase medication-
based treatment for tens 
of thousands of people 
addicted to opioids.
The proposed 
rule, along with a 
commitment from 
60 medical schools to 
heighten training for 
prescribing opioids, will 
coincide with President 
Barack Obama’s visit to 
Atlanta where he will 
participate in a panel 
discussion moderated by 
Dr. Sanjay Gupta at the 
National Rx Drug Abuse 
& Heroin Summit.
Opioids are highly 
addictive drugs 
that include both 
prescription painkillers 
like codeine and 
morphine, as well 
as illegal narcotics, 
primarily  heroin. 
Deaths linked to opioids 
soared to more than 
29,000 in 2014, the 
highest number on 
record.
Congress is 
attempting to allocate 
more resources to 
confront the problem — 
one of few areas where 
lawmakers from both 
parties might reach 
agreement during the 
election year. Obama 
is seeking $1.1 billion 
in new federal funds to 
expand treatment for 
opioid addiction, which 
is about triple current 
levels.
Michael Botticelli, 
director of the National 
Drug Control Policy at 
the White House, told 
reporters in advance 
of the president’s trip 
that the extra money 
being sought is an 
acknowledgement from 
Obama that “there is still 
a signifi cant treatment 
gap for people who need 
it.” 
Most of the money 
would fund agreements 
with states to expand 
medication-assisted 
treatment.
Along those lines, the 
Department of Health 
and Human Services 
will issue a proposed 
rule allowing physicians 
who prescribe 
Buprenorphine to give 
it to more patients. The 
proposed rule would 
expand the limit from 
100 patients to 200.
The department also 
will issue guidance to 
programs that allow 
intravenous drug 
addicts to trade dirty 
syringes for clean ones 
in hopes of preventing 
disease. 
Congress recently 
allowed federal money 
to be used for certain 
expenses, such as staff 
and equipment, but 
not for the syringes 
themselves.
Offi cials also are 
focused on better 
educating prescribers. 
The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
recently issued new 
guidelines stating 
that physical therapy, 
exercise and over-the-
counter pain medication 
should be used before 
turning to painkillers 
like morphine and 
oxycodone. Sixty 
universities will 
announce that their 
students will have 
to learn prescriber 
information in line with 
the new guidelines in 
order to graduate.
Obama to address nation’s growing opioid problem 
Photo by Jacquelyn Martin | AP Photo
President Barack Obama speaks at the National Rx Drug Abuse & Heroin Summit, Tuesday, March 
29, 2016, at AmericasMart in Atlanta. The panel is moderated by Sanjay Gupta, also on the panel are 
Justin Riley, President and CEO of Young People in Recovery, Crystal Oertle of Ohio, and Dr. Leana 
Wen, the Baltimore City Health Commissioner. 
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Homework coach for 6th grader
Need patient & energetic person to help our son get 
homework done. Send resume, cover letter, 2 references to: 
Laura_schmitt@earthlink.net
Pay is $12/hour.
Method: Solve the clues and fit them 
where they will go.
 
A Cook passes inspection, chiefly for very 
good hygiene (7) 
B Live with broken heart, staying in bed 
mostly (7) 
C Officer is firm fellow, but lacking in ego (7) 
D Libertine chap’s endlessly pursuing 
daughter, upsetting beau (9) 
E A certain amount of jokes, sex-related, 
made about girls from here? (5) 
F In wild excitement, set off flare containing 
compound of zinc (9) 
G Identifying label rejected by St Peter 
perhaps (7) 
H Rash course leads to porridge (5,7) 
I Compound of ipecac and potassium is a 
measure against swelling (7) 
J Marshal follows one vehicle or another in 
the Philippines (7) 
K Measure of spirit female served up (5) 
L Stage a musical, finally getting Billie break 
in America (5,7) 
M In a roundabout way, German article 
carries significance? On the contrary, 
vacuous levity (12) 
N In a bad way, however not quite in denial 
(7) 
O Summary at once given to editor (9) 
P Little fellow has trouble reversing motor 
yacht (5) 
Q Tubular Bells without cover raised a pound 
at the outside (7); Open question initially 
presented by dynasty (5) 
R Fret over woman with infectious disease 
(7) 
S Worship corrected a bias towards 
sadomasochism (7) 
T Core of football eleven receiving 50% of 
capital from European city (7) 
U Medical condition affected Marie in 
Ukraine (7) 
V Colour of collar possibly worn around 
bishop (7,5); Observing struggle with political 
group  (7) 
W Tailless dog died when beaten (7) 
X Axes to cut off tops of indigenous American 
genus of trees (7) 
Y You once fired about four on heroin in 
Jewish school (9) 
Z River in South Africa with North African 
character (7)
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on-campus and online courses.
Out-of-district Illinois residents 
and out-of-state and international 
students will be hit even harder. 
Since the amount they pay is 
already more than in-district 
students, that 11.7 percent hike 
translates to a proportionally 
larger cost increase.
In other words, out-of-state and 
international students will have 
to pay $529 per on-campus credit 
hour—a $29.50 increase from the 
previous semester.
Ramage understands the tuition 
increase may result in reduced 
number of students applying to 
Parkland, but says the college 
may actually see an increase in 
enrollment come this fall due to 
deeper fi nancial issues at the state 
university level. Eastern Illinois 
University’s recent layoff of 198 
staff members is a prime example.
“I’m optimistic that we’ll see 
an increase in enrollment in fall, 
not because of tuition but…that 
the university system seems to be 
stressed more than the community 
college system,” he said. “We may 
lose some students because the 
tuition has gone up more than 
they…can afford; that’s always a 
possibility when you raise tuition.”
Springfi eld currently owes 
Parkland roughly $6 million—$5.1 
million in imbursement for general 
operating costs and another $924 
thousand for the Monetary Award 
Program grants for the fall 2015 
semester. Ramage says the college 
pulled money from its operational 
coffers to provide students with 
the MAP funds they had earned 
for that semester.
“That’s…administered by the 
state, and normally that money 
goes directly to students,” Ramage 
said. “We didn’t get any of those 
funds, but fronted operational 
dollars to students in the fall 
semester. So, that’s where I get 
that $924 thousand.”
He says as of now only nine 
percent of Parkland’s funding 
comes from the state, the rest 
coming from tuition and local 
property taxes.
Despite Illinois’ monetary woes 
and the effect it is reaping on 
Parkland’s budget, Ramage says 
even if the ﬂ ow of money from 
Springfi eld stops, the home of the 
Cobras will persevere.
“Parkland will survive,” 
Ramage said. “We’ll always be 
here and the doors will be open.” 
be someone who sat at a desk all day but 
I didn’t want to get an arts degree and 
not have food at night so architecture is a 
good in-between.
I work two jobs and I have a sport that I 
consider my third job, so it’s a lot.
I shoot riﬂ es competitively. I shoot a lot 
and I’m also a riﬂ e coach now, so I spend a 
lot of time training the younger kids.
In Georgia, just last weekend for spring 
break, I trained with a couple of Olympic 
gold medalists in the army marksmanship 
unit on Fort Benning…
I’m going to go to the Olympics. I’m 
actually training hopefully to go 20/20. It 
takes a lot more than that, but I train three 
times a week…That’s my goal; if I could do 
anything, I would go to the Olympics—I 
would absolutely love that.”
Editorial Policy and Lett er to the Editor
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SPORTS
Peter Floess
Staff Writer
The arrival of spring 
signals the start to Parkland’s 
baseball and softball for the 
year, and both teams are 
optimistic about the season, 
with solid win-loss records to 
boot.
The Cobras’ softball team, 
whose season started on 
March 6 in Cocoa Beach, Fla., 
boasts a record of 17–3 as of 
March 28.
Up until March 20, the team 
had no losses racked up for 
the season; Danville ended 
their winning streak.
First-year pitcher Jaclyn 
Thompson says the season is 
going well. She believes her 
first year on the team “is going 
better” than she thought it 
would.
She predicts the team will 
perform well this year thanks 
to the chemistry among its 
members, and she is excited 
for the rest of the season.
“Everyone gets along really 
well on and off the field and we 
are good at coming back from 
being down [in scoring],” 
Thompson said.
 Chuck Clutts, the coach of 
the softball team, feels good 
about the season. 2016 has 
been the best year the softball 
team “has ever had down in 
Florida.”
Clutts says the team has 
between 16 and 17 healthy 
players so far this year, 
compared to 10 and 11 healthy 
players last year. According 
to Clutts, those players last 
year “fought hard,” but the 
roster was not large enough 
to survive the number of 
injuries the team faced.
This year, all his players are 
injury-free so far.
The biggest difference 
between last year and this 
year is how the sophomores 
have played, which Clutts 
says has made the whole team 
better as a result. He says the 
sophomores this year are 
“leading the whole team.”
Outside their conference, 
Cobra softball is playing 
two teams that went to 
nationals last year: Kankakee 
Community College and Rock 
Valley College from Rockford.
Clutts believes the team can 
make it to nationals—which 
are in Clinton, Mississippi—
this year.
Clutts is proud that the 
softball team had a GPA of 
3.56 in the fall 2016 semester; 
his team is performing well 
both on the field and in the 
classroom, an admirable feat.
Cobra baseball started on 
Feb. 27 in Normal, Ill. As of 
March 28, the record of the 
baseball team is 16-7.
Like softball’s Clutts, David 
Garica, coach of the baseball 
team, feels good about the 
season. 
“We have loaded up the 
front end of our schedule with 
as many top-tier junior college 
programs as we could to get 
us better prepared for Mid-
West Athletics Conference 
(MWAC) play,” Garica said. 
Garica feels like the team this 
year has more depth than last 
year
“[We have] many options 
on our pitching staff and 
in our lineup,” he said. “We 
have a  veteran  group of 
sophomores that have done a 
great job of creating a culture 
that is based around doing 
things the right way on and off 
the field. We have mixed them 
with many impact transfers 
and top quality freshman that 
have all meshed together very 
well.”
He believes that all match-
ups in the MWAC are key 
match-ups.
“Any team in this league 
is capable of beating you if 
you do not show up to play,” 
Garica said.
Garica is excited about 
this year’s installment of 
Cobra baseball. In particular, 
he is excited about the 
conference against Prairie 
State of Chicago Heights, 
which started on March 22—
and from whom they took a 
victory.
“I am enjoying everything 
about this season,” he said. 
“This is a great group of 
guys to be around. I am 
looking forward in general 
to conference play. In the big 
picture how we do in Region 
24 is all that matters at the end 
of the season.”
The season schedules, 
rosters, and records for both 
teams can be found on the 
Parkland college website, 
under the “Athletics” heading.
Softball, baseball teams 
start with a spring in their step
Photo by Scott Wells | The Prospectus 
Freshman outfielder Megan Magsamen makes her way to 
third base during the first game against Danville on March 
20, 2016.  The Cobra’s split on the day, winning the first 
game and dropping the second.  
Erin Walker Haley Ginger
Taylor Jordan Megan Magsamen
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SPORTS
Photo by Scott Wells | The Prospectus 
Freshman infielder Haley Ginger finds a minute to relax during softball 
practice on March 16, 2016.  The Cobras are currently 17-3 on the season. Makayla Walsh
Team Amber Tabeling
Taylor Jordan Sophie Catlin
Cobras Softball 17-3
ENTERTAINMENT
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Summer Camp Music Festival ‘16
third round of artists announced
Jay Goldberg Events & Entertainment are 
proud to present the Third Round of Artist 
Announcements for the 16th Annual Summer 
Camp Music Festival at Three Sisters Park in 
Chillicothe, IL on May 27, 28 and 29, 2016.
Joining the previously announced lineup 
and appearing at the Summer Camp Music 
Festival 2016 will be: 
• Jason Isbell
Below listed in Alphabetical Order 
• Hard Working Americans
• MarchFourth Marching Band
• The Wailers 
• Below listed in Alphabetical Order 
• Break Science
• Floodwood
• Goldfi sh
• Liquid Stranger
• The Nth Power 
Below listed in Alphabetical Order 
• Aqueous
• Artifakts
• Chase Baby
• Cofresi
• Earphorik
• James Jones
• Jimkata
• JJ & Dre
• McLovins
• Pigeons Playing Ping Pong
• Positive Vibr8ions
• Shy Guy Says
• SIMO
• Styles & Complete
• Truth AKA Trouble
• Unlike Pluto
• Van Ghost
• Wyllys 
Plus more still to be announced!
Level One 3-day Tickets are $199.50 
and are currently on sale on-line at www.
summercampfestival.com or by phone at 
1-800-514-ETIX.  This price level is almost 
sold out and price will increase to $214.50 at 
midnight tonight ($237.50 including all fees). 
The Summer Camp Music Festival will 
feature over 100 artists on 8 stages including 
3 days of moe. and 3 days of Umphrey’s 
McGee.  On top of all the live music, festival-
goers have access to on-site camping, late 
night shows, musician workshops, a non-profi t 
village, unique arts & craft vendors and tons 
of great food and beer.
The Summer Camp Music Festival started 
in 2001.  Since its beginning Summer Camp 
has been known for its spacious, open fi elds 
for shows, trademark late-night events, 
pristine campgrounds and amazing lineup of 
eclectic artists and bands.  2016 will mark the 
16th year of the festival which has hosted a 
wide array of talent over the years, including: 
Steve Miller Band, Widespread Panic, Trey 
Anastasio Band, Zac Brown Band, The Flaming 
Lips, Willie Nelson, STS9, Bassnectar, Jane’s 
Addiction, Wiz Khalifa, The Avett Brothers, 
Pretty Lights, Skrillex, Primus, Girl Talk and 
many, many more.
More information on the festival is available 
at the offi cial festival website:
www.summercampfestival.com
www.facebook.com/
summercampmusicfestival
www.twitter.com/summercampfest
Produced by Jay Goldberg Events & 
Entertainment.
